
Forward pass and backward pass techniques: 

The terms "forward pass" and "backward pass" are primarily associated with project scheduling 

and critical path analysis in the context of project management, especially in methodologies 

like the Critical Path Method (CPM) or Program Evaluation and Review Technique (PERT). 

These techniques help in planning and managing the sequence of activities in a project. 

Forward Pass: 

 The forward pass is a technique used to determine the earliest start and finish times for 

each activity in a project. 

 It involves moving forward through the project network diagram, starting from the 

initial node (usually the project start) and progressing to the final node (project 

completion). 

 The forward pass calculates the earliest start time (ES) and earliest finish time (EF) for 

each activity based on the duration of the preceding activities. 

 It helps identify the earliest possible time each activity can start and finish without 

delaying the project. 

Backward Pass: 

 The backward pass is the complementary technique to the forward pass. It determines 

the latest start and finish times for each activity. 

 It involves moving backward through the project network diagram, starting from the 

final node and progressing towards the initial node. 

 The backward pass calculates the latest finish time (LF) and latest start time (LS) for 

each activity based on the constraints imposed by succeeding activities. 

 It helps identify the latest possible time each activity can start and finish without 

delaying the project. 

By performing both the forward pass and backward pass, project managers can identify critical 

activities and the total float or slack time for non-critical activities. The critical path, which 

consists of activities with zero float, represents the longest path through the project, and any 

delay in activities on the critical path would result in a delay in the overall project. 

In software project management, these techniques are often implemented using project 

management software tools that can create and analyze project network diagrams, calculate 

activity durations, and perform forward and backward pass calculations automatically. This 

helps in optimizing project schedules and managing resources efficiently. 


